
  

 

 

   Tel: 703-875-4357 | Fax: 703-875-4009 | 1000 Wilson Blvd., Suite 1600 Arlington, Va.22209-3901 | ustda.gov 

U.S. Trade and Development Agency 
Connecting U.S. companies with export opportunities overseas 

 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE MEDIA INQUIRIES 

April 19, 2012 Christine Campigotto | (703) 875-4357 

 
USTDA CONTINUES ITS SUPPORT OF AZERBAIJAN’S CIVIL AVIATION SAFETY  

AND SECURITY OVERSIGHT 

 
 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Strengthening civil aviation safety and 
security oversight in Azerbaijan is the goal of a grant awarded 
today to the State Civil Aviation Administration of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan (SCAA). The grant will provide a 
second phase of technical assistance to the SCAA that will 
assist Azerbaijan in meeting International Civil Aviation 
Organization (ICAO) standards of aviation safety and security 
oversight. 
 
The grant was conferred during a signing ceremony at a 
reception hosted by the Embassy of Azerbaijan on the occasion 
of the 3rd meeting of the Azerbaijan-U.S. Economic Partnership 
Commission. USTDA Director Leocadia I. Zak and SCAA 
Director General Arif Mammadov signed the grant agreement 
on behalf of the U.S. and Azeri governments, respectively.  The 
Minister of Finance for Azerbaijan, Mr. Samir Sharifov, was 
also in attendance. 
 
In recent years the Azerbaijan economy has been among the fastest growing in the world.  As a result, demand for 
a wide range of goods and services is growing rapidly, including demand for both passenger and cargo flights into 
and out of the country.  To meet this growing demand, Azerbaijan Airlines and Silk Way Airlines signed 
contracts for long haul Boeing aircraft with the expectation that they will be able to provide direct service to the 
U.S. in the near future.  For them to do so, SCAA will need to successfully complete the Federal Aviation 
Administration’s International Safety Assessment Program audit and obtain Category I status. 
 
“Helping SCAA obtain Category I status will enable Azeri national flag air carriers to provide direct service to the 
U.S., which will help facilitate trade between the two countries,” stated Director Zak.  “We are pleased to 
partner with SCAA again in this endeavor.” 
 
The SCAA has selected The Wicks Group PLLC of Washington, DC as the contractor for this activity. 
Azerbaijan Airlines and Silk Way Airlines will contribute additional funds toward the activity’s successful 
completion. 
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The U.S. Trade and Development Agency helps companies create U.S. jobs through the export of U.S. goods and services for priority 
development projects in emerging economies. USTDA links U.S. businesses to export opportunities by funding project planning activities, 
pilot projects, and reverse trade missions while creating sustainable infrastructure and economic growth in partner countries. 

USTDA Director Zak and SCAA Director 
General Mammadov sign the grant at a reception 

hosted by the Embassy of Azerbaijan 


