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The U.S. Trade and Development Agency (USTDA) advances economic development and U.S. commercial interests in developing and middle income countries.  USTDA's strategic use of foreign assistance funds to support sound investment policy and decision-making in host countries creates an enabling environment for trade, investment, and sustainable economic development. Operating at the nexus of foreign policy and commerce, USTDA is uniquely positioned to work with U.S. firms and host countries in achieving the agency's trade and development goals.
Aviation is a critical sector that is essential for supporting business and economic development in sub-Saharan Africa.  A safe and secure aviation environment can help attract investment in industries that generate significant local employment opportunities, raise incomes, and help elevate people out of poverty.  Improved air connections between major cities are needed to promote business links that are the foundation for trade and investment.  Simply put, a modern aviation sector facilitates trade and is a catalyst for economic growth.
USTDA’s Approach

USTDA supports various forms of technical assistance, early investment analysis, training, orientation visits and business workshops that support the development of a modern aviation infrastructure and a safe and secure aviation environment.
USTDA’s aviation sector activities are funded under the agency’s signature African Trade Lanes Partnership, which advances the development of sub-Saharan Africa's most vital trade lanes and transportation networks to facilitate local, regional, and global trade.  This initiative promotes regional cooperation and connectivity in all modes of transportation, including aviation.

USTDA is able to support a broad spectrum of projects with a diverse group of African project sponsors.  Across the region,   USTDA   has   partnered   with   airport companies, airlines, and civil aviation authorities, as well as with regional bodies, to develop technical, financial, and other necessary solutions for enhancing sub-Saharan Africa’s aviation environment.   
USTDA also strives to promote long-term strategic and commercial relationships between sub-Saharan Africa and the United States by funding project preparation activities that highlight U.S. private sector solutions to the region’s aviation sector needs.  In doing so, USTDA is fulfilling its mandate to support aviation sector development activities of mutual economic benefit to sub-Saharan Africa and the United States.
Promoting Aviation Infrastructure Development
USTDA has been actively involved in the development of key infrastructure in sub-Saharan Africa’s aviation sector. USTDA’s support of aviation infrastructure positively impacts local job creation across numerous areas of economic activity in sub-Saharan Africa, including tourism, supply chain management, agriculture and cold storage, manufacturing, and other important industries.  
In southern Africa, USTDA is working closely with Namibia Airports Company Limited (NAC) on the development of master plans for its airports in Walvis Bay and Windhoek.  In Walvis Bay, USTDA funding outlined several required airport improvements that are now moving toward implementation (see the Success Story insert).  In Windhoek, USTDA assistance is assessing potential airport modernization projects, as well as potential financing options for this infrastructure, including private sector participation.

In neighboring Zambia, USTDA provided a grant to the Ministry of Communications and Transport for a master plan, including schematic designs and financing strategies, to rehabilitate the international airports in Lusaka, Livingstone, Ndola, and Mfuwe. 

In East Africa, USTDA funded a study for the Civil Aviation Authority of Uganda, on the expansion of the domestic, international, and cargo terminals at Entebbe International Airport.  USTDA is also contributing to aviation safety in Uganda with technical assistance to assess technical and organizational requirements for the newly created Uganda Department of Meteorology; this project will help optimize analysis and dissemination of meteorological information for the agricultural and aviation sectors.
Supporting Regional Aviation Priorities
In carrying out its mission, USTDA works closely with its U.S. government and private sector partners, in addition to African governments, private companies, and numerous regional bodies.  While local solutions are often required for airport infrastructure, regional solutions are often required for the management of airspace and coordination of regulatory and other standards.

USTDA’s capacity to work on a local, country, and regional basis greatly facilitates our ability to provide comprehensive solutions to sub-Saharan Africa’s aviation safety and security needs.  For example, USTDA supported Communication, Navigation, Surveillance/Air Traffic Management (CNS/ATM) Lower Airspace projects for both the Southern African Development Community (SADC) and East African Community (EAC) in 2003 and 2005, respectively.  Prior to the completion of these studies, USTDA also funded a complementary technical assessment of the air traffic management capabilities of the member states in the Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA).  
USTDA is also promoting regional aviation safety and security integration in West Africa, where we are currently working with the Union Économique et Monétaire Ouest-Africaine (UEMOA) to establish a regional aviation safety and security regulatory agency for Francophone West Africa.  
To further regional development in the aviation sector, USTDA hosted the U.S. and Sub-Saharan Africa: Partners in Aviation Conference in Atlanta, Georgia, in October 2009.  This Ministerial summit promoted U.S. technical approaches to the region’s aviation challenges and encouraged high-level cooperation to address key issues related to air traffic management and control, aviation security, and airspace utilization throughout sub-Saharan Africa.  
Activities such as these showcase USTDA’s commitment to long-term strategic and commercial partnerships between sub-Saharan Africa and the U.S. aviation industry.
USTDA Success Story: 


Namibia





In 2003, USTDA approved grant funding to the Namibia Airports Company Limited (NAC) to evaluate improvements at the Walvis Bay International Airport (WBIA).  Completed in 2006, the technical and financial assessment recommended infrastructure improvements related to communications, meteorology, airport safety, cargo and passenger facilities, and runway extensions, among others.  NAC has begun implementing some of the recommendations, including runway extensions and new engines for the fire brigade at WBIA.











USTDA Country Profile:  


Ghana 
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USTDA first became involved in Ghana’s aviation sector earlier this decade with a grant to the Ghana Civil Aviation Agency (GCAA) to develop investment plans for three of the country’s airports.  Ghana has since experienced strong increases in air passenger traffic, with international passenger traffic at Kotoka International Airport (ACC), Ghana’s main international airport, growing at double digit rates since 2004.  USTDA continues to assist Ghana in managing the growth of its booming aviation sector. 





In 2009, the agency approved over $1.1 million to assist the development of critical aviation infrastructure in Ghana. Specifically, USTDA is supporting the rehabilitation of the Kotoka International Airport (ACC) Terminal, the development of a new Air Traffic Control Center at ACC, and the expansion of the Ghana Meteorological Agency’s weather forecasting services and capabilities.  When implemented, these three projects will greatly enhance Ghana’s ability to meet international safety and security standards, which will in turn boost economic development and commercial activity. 














For more information on USTDA’s aviation program in Sub-Saharan Africa, please contact:

Regional Director Paul Marin (pmarin@ustda.gov)
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