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Section 1: INTRODUCTION 

 

The U.S. Trade and Development Agency (USTDA) has provided a grant in the amount of 

US$626,000 to JSC KazTransGas (the “Grantee”) in accordance with a grant agreement dated 

August 16, 2012, (the “Grant Agreement”). This Grant will fund a feasibility study (“Feasibility 

Study”) on the proposed Integrated Gas Production and Processing project ("Project") in 

Kazakhstan ("Host Country").  The Grant Agreement is attached at Annex 4 for reference.  The 

Grantee is soliciting technical proposals from qualified U.S. firms to provide expert consulting 

services to perform the Feasibility Study. 

 

1.1 BACKGROUND SUMMARY 

 

KazTransGas has ownership of significant deposits of nitrogen-helium and nitrogen-methane 

located in southern Kazakhstan. KTG plans to develop an integrated gas project to produce 

methane, nitrogen, and helium from the deposits.  The full KazTransGas Integrated Gas 

Production and Processing project would entail production and processing of the helium, as well 

as potential utilization of the methane and significant nitrogen content for development of value 

added products such as ammonia and fertilizer by off-takers.  Using drilling data and other 

geological investigations, KTG’s helium reserves have been estimated at 37.7 million cubic 

meters.  Because helium is a rare and critically important gas for a variety of industries, the price 

is high worldwide. Depending on purity it may be as high as $150 per thousand cubic feet (by 

comparison natural gas now costs less than $3 per thousand cubic feet).  Helium plays a role in 

medical imaging devices, welding, fiber optics and computer microchip production, among other 

technological applications. High tech products that require helium for their production include 

mobile phone parts, semiconductors, and LCD flat screens. Liquid helium is also used for 

accumulating and storing electric power, as well as in the manufacture of superconductor cables, 

high-speed computers, and magnetic-levitated trains.  To the extent that the helium is exported, 

China is the likely market, with helium demand growth there rising 15-20% per year. 

 

The project would involve exploration and production of the gas reserves, as well as processing 

and transport of the gasses.  It would include construction of a field processing unit, a cryogenic 

gas processing plant to separate out methane, nitrogen and helium, and transport of the purified 

gasses to off-takers.  The infrastructure within the area is well suited to the needs of the project, 

including: active natural gas production in the area, several fertilizer plants within a hundred 

kilometers of the site, connection to the national gas pipeline system, and good road and rail 

infrastructure. A pre-feasibility study of the project indicated that the project is likely to be 

profitable.  KTG needs this feasibility study to further prove the economics of the project 

sufficient to make investment decisions and potentially obtain debt financing.   

 

In addition, KTG is looking for a U.S. Contractor interested in participating in the project as an 

investor and/or operator. 

 

Portions of a background Definitional Mission (DM) are provided for reference in Annex 2, and 

the full DM Report is available upon request. 

 









specific services from the TOR identified in the subcontract.  USTDA’s nationality requirements, 

including definitions, are detailed in Annex 3.   

 

2.12 LANGUAGE OF PROPOSAL 

 

All proposal documents shall be prepared and submitted in English, and only English.   

 

2.13 PROPOSAL SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS 

 

The Cover Letter in the proposal must be addressed to: 

 

Mr. Daniyar Tuleshov 

                                              Deputy Director 

    Resource Base Management Department 

    JSC KazTransGas  

    12/1 Kunayev Street 

    Astana 010000 

    Kazakhstan 

 

    Phone: +77172552311 

Fax:  +77172552366 

    E-Mail:  D.tuleshov@kaztransgas.kz 

 

An Original and eight (8) copies of your proposal must be received at the above address no 

later than 4:00 PM, on November 27, 2012. 

 

Previously submitted proposals will still be reviewed, and Offerors who have already 

submitted proposals have the option to re-submit their proposal. 

 

Proposals may be either sent by mail, overnight courier, or hand-delivered.  Whether the 

proposal is sent by mail, courier or hand-delivered, the Offeror shall be responsible for actual 

delivery of the proposal to the above address before the deadline.  Any proposal received after 

the deadline will be returned unopened.  The Grantee will promptly notify any Offeror if its 

proposal was received late. 

 

Upon timely receipt, all proposals become the property of the Grantee. 

 

2.14 PACKAGING 

 

The original and each copy of the proposal must be sealed to ensure confidentiality of the 

information.  The proposals should be individually wrapped and sealed, and labeled for content 

including the name of the project and designation of "original" or "copy number x."  The original 

and eight (8) copies should be collectively wrapped and sealed, and clearly labeled, including the 

contact name and the name of the project. 

 

Neither USTDA nor the Grantee will be responsible for premature opening of proposals not 

properly wrapped, sealed and labeled. 

















Mr. Daniyar Tuleshov 

Deputy Director 

Resource Base Management Department 

JSC KazTransGas  

12/1 Kunayev Street 

Astana 010000 

Kazakhstan 

 

      

 

KAZAKHSTAN INTEGRATED GAS PRODUCTION AND PROCESSING 

FEASIBILITY STUDY 

(USTDA Activity Number 2012-61036A) 

 

POC: Anthony O’Tapi, USTDA, 1000 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 1600, Arlington, VA 

22209-3901, Tel: (703) 875-4357, Fax: (703) 875-4009.   

 

The Grantee invites submission of qualifications and proposal data (collectively referred 

to as the "Proposal") from interested U.S. firms that are qualified on the basis of 

experience and capability to develop a feasibility study to determine the economic, 

technical and financial feasibility of an integrated production and processing project for 

helium, nitrogen and natural gas.  

 

The Grantee, JSC KazTransGas, is a subsidiary of KazMunayGas, the state-owned 

national oil and gas company, which is itself a subsidiary of the state-owned holding 

company Samruk-Kazyna.  KazTransGas’ primary lines of business are gas transmission 

and distribution; however, the company is also involved with gas production. 

 

KazTransGas has ownership of significant deposits of nitrogen-helium and nitrogen-

methane located in southern Kazakhstan. KTG plans to develop an integrated gas project 

to produce methane, nitrogen, and helium from the deposits.  The full KazTransGas 

Integrated Gas Production and Processing project would entail production and processing 

of the helium, as well as potential utilization of the methane and significant nitrogen 

content for development of value added products such as ammonia and fertilizer by off-

takers. 

 

The project would involve exploration and production of the gas reserves, as well as 

processing and transport of the gasses.  It would include construction of a field processing 

unit, a cryogenic gas processing plant to separate out methane, nitrogen and helium, and 

transport of the purified gasses to off-takers.  The infrastructure within the area is well 

suited to the needs of the project, including: active natural gas production in the area, 

several fertilizer plants within a hundred kilometers of the site, connection to the national 

gas pipeline system, and good road and rail infrastructure. A pre-feasibility study of the 

project indicated that the project is likely to be profitable.  KTG needs this feasibility 

study to further prove the economics of the project sufficient to make investment 

decisions and potentially obtain debt financing.   

 



As such, the purpose of this study is to assess the technical, economic, and financial 

feasibility of the exploration, extraction, and processing of helium, methane, and nitrogen 

from existing gas fields in the Zhambyl region of Kazakhstan.   

 

KTG is looking for a firm who is also interested in follow-on involvement as co-investor 

and/or operator. 

 

The U.S. firm selected will be paid in U.S. dollars from a $626,000 grant to the Grantee 

from the U.S. Trade and Development Agency (USTDA). 

 

A detailed Request for Proposals (RFP), which includes requirements for the Proposal, 

the Terms of Reference, and portions of a background definitional mission/desk study 

report are available from USTDA, at 1000 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 1600, Arlington, VA 

22209-3901.  To request the RFP in PDF format, please go to: 

https://www.ustda.gov/businessopps/rfpform.asp.  Requests for a mailed hardcopy 

version of the RFP may also be faxed to the IRC, USTDA at 703-875-4009.  In the fax, 

please include your firm’s name, contact person, address, and telephone number.  Some 

firms have found that RFP materials sent by U.S. mail do not reach them in time for 

preparation of an adequate response.  Firms that want USTDA to use an overnight 

delivery service should include the name of the delivery service and your firm's account 

number in the request for the RFP.  Firms that want to send a courier to USTDA to 

retrieve the RFP should allow one hour after faxing the request to USTDA before 

scheduling a pick-up. Please note that no telephone requests for the RFP will be honored.  

Please check your internal fax verification receipt.  Because of the large number of RFP 

requests, USTDA cannot respond to requests for fax verification.  Requests for RFPs 

received before 4:00 PM will be mailed the same day.  Requests received after 4:00 PM 

will be mailed the following day.  Please check with your courier and/or mail room before 

calling USTDA. 

 

Only U.S. firms and individuals may bid on this USTDA financed activity.  Interested 

firms, their subcontractors and employees of all participants must qualify under USTDA's 

nationality requirements as of the due date for submission of qualifications and proposals 

and, if selected to carry out the USTDA-financed activity, must continue to meet such 

requirements throughout the duration of the USTDA-financed activity.  All goods and 

services to be provided by the selected firm shall have their nationality, source and origin 

in the U.S. or host country.  The U.S. firm may use subcontractors from the host country 

for up to 20 percent of the USTDA grant amount.  Details of USTDA's nationality 

requirements and mandatory contract clauses are also included in the RFP.   

 

Interested U.S. firms should submit their Proposal in English directly to the Grantee by 

4:00 PM, November 27, 2012, at the above address.  Evaluation criteria for the Proposal 

are included in the RFP.  Price will not be a factor in contractor selection, and therefore, 

cost proposals should NOT be submitted.  The Grantee reserves the right to reject any 

and/or all Proposals.  The Grantee also reserves the right to contract with the selected 

firm for subsequent work related to the project.  The Grantee is not bound to pay for any 

costs associated with the preparation and submission of Proposals.   

























































































































 
 

USTDA‐Funded Feasibility Study, Technical Assistance, or Training Grant 

U.S. Firm Information Form 
 

This form is designed to enable the U.S. Trade and Development Agency (“USTDA”) to obtain information about entities and individuals proposed for participation 
in USTDA‐funded activities.    Information  in this form  is used to conduct screening of entities and  individuals to ensure compliance with  legislative and executive 
branch prohibitions on providing support or resources to, or engaging in transactions with, certain individuals or entities with which USTDA must comply.   

USTDA Activity Number [To be completed by USTDA]

Activity Type [To be completed by USTDA] 
 

Feasibility Study Technical Assistance    Other (specify)

Activity Title [To be completed by USTDA] 

Full Legal Name of U.S. Firm 

Business Address  (street address only) 
 

Telephone    Fax   Website  

Year Established (include any predecessor company(s) and year(s) established, if appropriate).   

Please attach additional pages as necessary.   
Please provide a list of directors and principal officers as detailed in Attachment A.  Attached?    Yes 

Type of Ownership  Publicly Traded Company

Private Company

Other (please specify)  

If Private Company or Other (if applicable), provide a 
list of shareholders and the percentage of their 
ownership.  In addition, for each shareholder that 
owns 15% or more shares in U.S. Firm, please 
complete Attachment B.   

 
 
 
 

Is the U.S. Firm a wholly‐owned or partially owned 
subsidiary?   

Yes

No

If so, please provide the name of the U.S. Firm’s 
parent company(s).  In addition, for any parent 
identified, please complete Attachment B. 

 
 

Is the U.S. Firm proposing to subcontract some of 
the proposed work to another firm?   

Yes

No

If yes, U.S. Firm shall complete Attachment C for 
each subcontractor.  Attached? 

Yes

Not applicable

Project Manager 
 

Name  Surname

Given Name

Address 

Telephone 

Fax 

Email 

Negotiation Prerequisites 

Discuss any current or anticipated commitments which may impact 
the ability of the U.S. Firm or its subcontractors to complete the 
Activity as proposed and reflect such impact within the project 
schedule. 

Identify any specific information which is needed from the Grantee 
before commencing negotiations. 

U.S. Firm may attach additional sheets, as necessary.



 

 

U.S. Firm’s Representations

U.S. Firm shall certify to the following (or provide any explanation as to why any representation cannot be made):

1. U.S. Firm is a  [check one]    Corporation    LLC Partnership Sole 
Proprietor 

  Other:  

duly organized, validly existing and in good standing under the laws of the State of:  

The U.S. Firm has all the requisite corporate power and authority to conduct its business as presently conducted, to submit this 
proposal, and if selected, to execute and deliver a contract to the Grantee for the performance of the USTDA Activity.  The U.S. 
Firm is not debarred, suspended, or to the best of its knowledge or belief, proposed for debarment or ineligible for the award 
of contracts by any federal or state governmental agency or authority.   

2. The U.S. Firm has included herewith, a copy of its Articles of Incorporation (or equivalent charter or document issued by a 
designated authority in accordance with applicable laws that provides information and authentication regarding the legal status 
of an entity) and a Certificate of Good Standing (or equivalent document) issued within 1 month of the date of signature below 

by the State of: 

The U.S. Firm commits to notify USTDA and the Grantee if it becomes aware of any change in its status in the state in which it 
is incorporated.  USTDA retains the right to request an updated certificate of good standing.   

3.  Neither the U.S. Firm nor any of its principal officers have, within the ten‐year period preceding the submission of this  
proposal, been convicted of or had a civil judgment rendered against them for: commission of fraud or a criminal offense in 
connection with obtaining, attempting to obtain, or performing a federal, state or local government contract or subcontract; 
violation of federal or state antitrust statutes relating to the submission of offers; or commission of embezzlement, theft, 
forgery, bribery, falsification or destruction of records, making false statements, tax evasion, violating federal or state criminal 
tax laws, or receiving stolen property. 

4. Neither the U.S. Firm, nor any of its principal officers, is presently indicted for, or otherwise criminally or civilly charged with, 
commission of any of the offenses enumerated in paragraph 3 above. 

5. There are no federal or state tax liens pending against the assets, property or business of the U.S. Firm.  The U.S. Firm, has not, 
within the three‐year period preceding the submission of this proposal, been notified of any delinquent federal or state taxes 
in an amount that exceeds US$3,000 for which the liability remains unsatisfied.  Taxes are considered delinquent if (a) the tax 
liability has been fully determined, with no pending administrative or judicial appeals; and (b) a taxpayer has failed to pay the 
tax liability when full payment is due and required. 

6. The U.S. Firm has not commenced a voluntary case or other proceeding seeking liquidation, reorganization or other relief with 
respect to itself of its debts under any bankruptcy, insolvency or other similar law.  The U.S. Firm has not had filed against it an 
involuntary petition under any bankruptcy, insolvency or similar law.   

7. The U.S. Firm certifies that it complies with USTDA Nationality, Source, and Origin Requirements and shall continue to comply 
with such requirements throughout the duration of the USTDA‐funded activity.   The U.S. Firm commits to notify USTDA and 
the Grantee if it becomes aware of any change which might affect U.S. Firm’s ability to meet the USTDA Nationality, Source, 
and Origin Requirements.  

The U.S. Firm shall notify USTDA if any of the representations are no longer true and correct.  
U.S. Firm certifies  that  the  information provided  in  this  form  is  true and correct.   U.S. Firm understands and agrees  that  the U.S. Government may  rely on  the 
accuracy of this information in processing a request to participate in a USTDA‐funded activity.  If at any time USTDA has reason to believe that any person or entity 
has willfully and knowingly provided incorrect information or made false statements, USTDA may take action under applicable law.  The undersigned represents and 
warrants that he/she has the requisite power and authority to sign on behalf of the U.S. Firm. 

Name    Signature 
Title   

Organization    Date

 



Title  Name 
 

(e.g., Director, President, Chief Executive 
Officer, Vice‐President(s), Secretary, 

Treasurer) 
* Please place an asterisk (*) next to the 
names of those principal officers who will 
be involved in the USTDA‐funded activity 

Surname  Given Name  Middle Name 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
ATTACHMENT A 

 
 

USTDA‐Funded Feasibility Study, Technical Assistance, or Training Grant 

 
U.S. Firm Information Form – Directors and Principal Officers 

 

Provide a list of all directors and principal officers (e.g., President, Chief Executive Officer, Vice‐President(s), Secretary and 
Treasurer).  Please provide full names including surname and given name. 

USTDA Activity Number [To be completed by USTDA]

Activity Title [To be completed by USTDA] 

Full Legal Name of Entity 



 

 

 
 

ATTACHMENT B 
 

 

USTDA‐Funded Feasibility Study, Technical Assistance, or Training Grant 

U.S. Firm Information Form – Shareholder(s) and Parent Company(s) 
 

If applicable, U.S. Firm provided a  list of shareholders and the percentage of their ownership.   This  form shall be completed  for 
each shareholder that owns 15% or more shares in U.S. Firm, as well as any parent corporation of the U.S. Firm (“Shareholder”).  In 
addition,  this  form  shall  be  completed  for  each  shareholder  identified  in Attachment B  that owns  15% or more  shares  in  any 
Shareholder, as well as any parent identified in Attachment B.   

USTDA Activity Number [To be completed by USTDA]

Activity Title [To be completed by USTDA] 

Full Legal Name of U.S. Firm 

Full Legal Name of Shareholder 

Business Address  of Shareholder (street address 
only)   

 

Telephone number    Fax Number  

Year Established (include any predecessor company(s) and year(s) established, if appropriate).  Please attach 

additional pages as necessary.   
Country of Shareholder’s Principal Place of Business

Please provide a list of directors and principal officers as detailed in Attachment A.  Attached?    Yes 

Type of Ownership  Publicly Traded Company

Private Company

Other

If applicable, provide a list of shareholders and the 
percentage of their ownership.  In addition, for each 
shareholder that owns 15% or more shares in 
Shareholder, please complete Attachment B.   
 

 
 
 
  

Is the Shareholder a wholly‐owned or partially 
owned subsidiary?   

Yes

No

If so, please provide the name of the Shareholder’s 
parent(s).  In addition, for any parent identified, 
please complete Attachment B. 

 
 
 
 

Shareholder may attach additional sheets, as necessary.



 

   

 
 

ATTACHMENT C 
 

 

USTDA‐Funded Feasibility Study, Technical Assistance, or Training Grant 

Subcontractor Information Form 
 

This form is designed to enable the U.S. Trade and Development Agency (“USTDA”) to obtain information about entities and individuals proposed for participation 
in USTDA‐funded activities.    Information  in this form  is used to conduct screening of entities and  individuals to ensure compliance with  legislative and executive 
branch prohibitions on providing support or resources to, or engaging in transactions with, certain individuals or entities with which USTDA must comply.   

USTDA Activity Number [To be completed by USTDA]  

Activity Title [To be completed by USTDA]   

Full Legal Name of Prime Contractor U.S. Firm (“U.S. Firm”)

Full Legal Name of Subcontractor 

Business Address of Subcontractor (street address only)
 
 
 
 

Telephone Number   

Fax Number   

Year Established (include any predecessor company(s) and year(s) 

established, if appropriate).  Please attach additional pages as necessary.     
 
 
 
 

Subcontractor Point of Contact 
 

Name  Surname   

Given Name   

Address   
 
 
 

Telephone   

Fax   

Email   



 

Subcontractor’s Representations

Subcontractor shall provide the following (or any explanation as to why any representation cannot be made), made as of the date 
of the proposal: 

1. Subcontractor is a [check one]    Corporation    LLC    Partnership    Sole 
Proprietor 

  Other   

duly organized, validly existing and in good standing under the laws of: .

The  subcontractor  has  all  the  requisite  corporate  power  and  authority  to  conduct  its  business  as  presently  conducted,  to 
participate  in  this proposal,  and  if  the U.S.  Firm  is  selected,  to  execute  and deliver  a  subcontract  to  the U.S.  Firm  for  the 
performance of the USTDA Activity and to perform the USTDA Activity.   The subcontractor  is not debarred, suspended, or to 
the best of  its knowledge or belief, proposed  for debarment or  ineligible  for  the award of contracts by any  federal or state 
governmental agency or authority.   

2. Neither the subcontractor nor any of  its principal officers have, within the ten‐year period preceding the submission of the 
Offeror’s proposal, been convicted of or had a civil  judgment  rendered against  them  for: commission of  fraud or a criminal 
offense  in  connection with obtaining,  attempting  to obtain, or performing  a  federal,  state or  local  government  contract or 
subcontract;  violation  of  federal  or  state  antitrust  statutes  relating  to  the  submission  of  offers;  or  commission  of 
embezzlement,  theft,  forgery, bribery,  falsification or destruction of  records, making  false  statements,  tax evasion, violating 
federal or state criminal tax laws, or receiving stolen property. 

3. Neither the subcontractor, nor any of  its principal officers,  is presently  indicted for, or otherwise criminally or civilly charged 
with, commission of any of the offenses enumerated in paragraph 2 above. 

4. There  are  no  federal  or  state  tax  liens  pending  against  the  assets,  property  or  business  of  the  subcontractor.    The 
subcontractor, has not, within the three‐year period preceding this RFP, been notified of any delinquent federal or state taxes 
in an amount that exceeds $3,000  for which  the  liability remains unsatisfied.   Taxes are considered delinquent  if  (a)  the  tax 
liability has been fully determined, with no pending administrative or judicial appeals; and (b) a taxpayer has failed to pay the 
tax liability when full payment is due and required. 

5. The subcontractor has not commenced a voluntary case or other proceeding seeking liquidation, reorganization or other relief 
with respect to  itself or  its debts under any bankruptcy,  insolvency or other similar  law.   The subcontractor has not had filed 
against it an involuntary petition under any bankruptcy, insolvency or similar law. 

6. The Subcontractor certifies that it complies with the USTDA Nationality, Source, and Origin Requirements and shall continue to 
comply with such requirements throughout the duration of the USTDA‐funded activity.   The Subcontractor commits to notify 
USTDA, the Contractor, and the Grantee if it becomes aware of any change which might affect U.S. Firm’s ability to meet the 
USTDA Nationality, Source, and Origin Requirements. 

The selected Subcontractor shall notify the U.S. Firm, Grantee and USTDA if any of the representations included in its proposal are 
no longer true and correct. 

Subcontractor certifies that the information provided in this form is true and correct.  Subcontractor understands and agrees that the U.S. Government may rely on 
the accuracy of this information in processing a request to participate in a USTDA‐funded activity.  If at any time USTDA has reason to believe that any person or 
entity  has willfully  and  knowingly  provided  incorrect  information  or made  false  statements, USTDA may  take  action  under  applicable  law.    The  undersigned 
represents and warrants that he/she has the requisite power and authority to sign on behalf of the Subcontractor.

Name   
Signature 

 

Title   

Organization    Date  
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