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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 

FEASIBILITY STUDY FOR THE  

WESTERN CAPE GOVERNMENT SOLAR PV PROJECT 

 

Submission Deadline:  

 

10:00 AM 

LOCAL (SOUTH AFRICA) TIME 

NOVEMBER 19, 2013 

 

 

Submission Place:  

GREENCAPE 

2ND FLOOR, 44A BLOEM STREET, 

CAPE TOWN 

SOUTH AFRICA 

 

 

 

AN ORIGINAL AND FIVE COPIES OF YOUR PROPOSAL SHALL BE RECEIVED 

PRIOR TO THE TIME AND DATE SPECIFIED ABOVE. PROPOSALS RECEIVED 

AFTER SAID TIME AND DATE WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED OR CONSIDERED. 

PROPSOALS SHALL BE SEALED AND LABELED “REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS: 

FEASIBILITY STUDY FOR THE WESTERN CAPE PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT 

ROOFTOP SOLAR PV PROJECT.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions about this Request for Proposals may be directed to RFPQuestions@ustda.gov. 

 



2 
 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 

SECTION 1: INTRODUCTION  3 

1.1 BACKGROUND SUMMARY  3 

1.2 OBJECTIVE  4 

1.3 PROPOSALS TO BE SUBMITTED  4 

1.4 CONTRACT FUNDED BY USTDA  4 

SECTION 2: INSTRUCTIONS TO OFFERORS  5 

2.1 PROJECT TITLE 5 

2.2 DEFINITIONS  5 

2.3 DEFINITIONAL MISSION REPORT  5 

2.4 EXAMINATION OF DOCUMENTS  5 

2.5 PROJECT FUNDING SOURCE  5 

2.6 RESPONSIBILITY FOR COSTS  5 

2.7 TAXES  6 

2.8 CONFIDENTIALITY 6 

2.9 ECONOMY OF PROPOSALS 6 

2.10 OFFEROR CERTIFICATIONS  6 

2.11 CONDITIONS REQUIRED FOR PARTICIPATION  6 

2.12 LANGUAGE OF PROPOSAL  6 

2.13 PROPOSAL SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS  6 

2.14 PACKAGING  7 

2.15 OFFEROR'S AUTHORIZED NEGOTIATOR 7 

2.16 AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE  7 

2.17 EFFECTIVE PERIOD OF PROPOSAL  7 

2.18 EXCEPTIONS . 7 

2.19 OFFEROR QUALIFICATIONS  7 

2.20 RIGHT TO REJECT PROPOSALS  8 

2.21 PRIME CONTRACTOR RESPONSIBILITY  8 

2.22 AWARD  8 

2.23 COMPLETE SERVICES 8 

2.24 INVOICING AND PAYMENT  8 

SECTION 3: PROPOSAL FORMAT AND CONTENT  9 

3.1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  9 

3.2 U.S. FIRM INFORMATION  9 

3.3 ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE, MANAGEMENT, AND KEY PERSONNEL 

 9 

3.4 TECHNICAL APPROACH AND WORK PLAN  11 

3.5 EXPERIENCE AND QUALIFICATIONS  11 

SECTION 4: AWARD CRITERIA  12 
 

ANNEX 1 FEDBIZOPPS ANNOUNCEMENT 

ANNEX 2 PORTIONS OF BACKGROUND DEFINITIONAL MISSION REPORT 

ANNEX 3 USTDA NATIONALITY REQUIREMENTS  

CLAUSES 

ANNEX 4 USTDA GRANT AGREEMENT, INCLUDING MANDATORY CONTRACT  

ANNEX 5 TERMS OF REFERENCE (FROM USTDA GRANT AGREEMENT) 

ANNEX 6 U.S. FIRM INFORMATION FORM 
  



3 
 

Section 1: INTRODUCTION 

 

The U.S. Trade and Development Agency (USTDA) has provided a grant in the amount of 

US$545,000 to the Green Cape Sector Development Agency (NPC) (2012/039750/08) (the 

“Grantee”) in accordance with a grant agreement dated September 11, 2013 (the “Grant 

Agreement”) to fund the cost of goods and services required for a feasibility study 

(“Feasibility Study”) to examine the technical, financial, environmental, and other critical 

aspects of the proposed Western Cape Government Solar Photovolatic Project in South 

Africa (“Host Country”). In particular, the Feasibility Study will evaluate the feasibility of 

installing 3 megawatts (MW) of rooftop solar photovoltaics on provincial buildings, 

including schools, hospitals, and government facilities. The primary objective of the Study is 

to provide the Grantee with analyses and recommendations that will support its decision-

making with regard to the implementation of the Project.  

 

The Grant Agreement is attached at Annex 3 for reference. The Grantee is soliciting technical 

proposals from qualified U.S. firms to provide expert consulting services to perform the 

Feasibility Study. 

 

1.1 BACKGROUND SUMMARY 

 

In South Africa, solar photovoltaic power generation has the potential to increase 

electrification rates and ease strains on the national grid. South Africa has one of the highest 

global rates of annual solar radiation, averaging approximately 220 watts per square meter 

(W/m
2
), compared with about 150 W/m

2
 for parts of the United States. Nationally, the South 

African government has prioritized renewable energy power generation and issued tenders 

for a number of solar photovoltaic power generation projects. Within South Africa, the 

Western Cape Government has been a national leader in implementing energy efficiency 

strategies and renewable power generation projects such as this. 

 

The Grantee (Green Cape) was established by the Western Cape Government (WCG) as the 

WCG’s sector development agency with the primary vision to promote the Western Cape 

Province as Africa’s investment destination of choice for businesses involved in the green 

economy. The goals of Green Cape are to provide a platform to build a competitive business 

infrastructure for the green economy, to unlock the manufacturing and employment potential 

of the Green Economy and to grow the Western Cape into the base for renewable energy and 

related green economy businesses. Green Cape has a number of solar related projects, fully 

supports this feasibility study, and will be intricately involved in the implementation of all 

projects that conceivably stem from this feasibility study.  

 

The Public Works Branch of the WCG Department of Transport and Public Works is a 

signatory to the 110% Green Initiative of the WCG, which calls on organizations to 

COMMIT to the Green Economy, to ACT on their commitment and to make an IMPACT. 

Together, all committed organizations will bring about greater change and a more substantial 

impact. The Public Works Branch of the WCG (Branch) has COMMITTED to the 110% 

Green Initiative and this feasibility study is a step to ACT on that commitment. Further, this 

feasibility study will also advance the Green Cape vision that the Western Cape will be the 

base for renewable energy and related green economy businesses which will drive growth 

and job creation in South Africa. The final report of this Feasibility Study will position the 

Grantee and the Branch very well to determine the next steps. 
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The Grantee requires a comprehensive analysis report of the infrastructure investment 

required to install solar photovoltaic (PV) power generation plant on and for the benefit of 

Western Cape Provincial Government facilities.  This study should be carried out in task 

related modules and must deliver a substantive and comprehensive final report that will 

address all issues related to the planning, design, implementation and operation of a rooftop 

PV solar generation plant.  

 

An energy efficiency project such as this has the potential to become a 110% Green flagship 

project. 

 

 

1.2 OBJECTIVE 

 

The objective of the Feasibility Study is to provide the Grantee and the Branch with analyses 

and recommendations that will support the Branch’s decision-making with regard to the 

implementation of rooftop solar photovoltaics on Cape Town central business district 

provincial buildings. On review of the final report and the actual feasibility of such a project, 

the Grantee will evaluate the roll out of an implementation project by the Public Works 

Branch accordingly. The terms of reference (“TOR”) for this Feasibility Study are attached as 

Annex 4. 

 

1.3 PROPOSALS TO BE SUBMITTED 

 

Technical proposals are solicited from interested and qualified U.S. firms. The administrative 

and technical requirements as detailed throughout the Request for Proposals (“RFP”) will 

apply. Specific proposal format and content requirements are detailed in Section 3. 

 

The amount for the contract has been established by a USTDA grant of US$545,000. The 

USTDA grant of US$545,000 is a fixed amount. Accordingly, COST will not be a factor 

in the evaluation and therefore, cost proposals should not be submitted. Upon detailed 

evaluation of technical proposals, the Grantee shall select one firm for contract negotiations. 

 

1.4 CONTRACT FUNDED BY USTDA 

 

In accordance with the terms and conditions of the Grant Agreement, USTDA has provided a 

grant in the amount of US$545,000 to the Grantee. The funding provided under the Grant 

Agreement shall be used to fund the costs of the contract between the Grantee and the U.S. 

firm selected by the Grantee to perform the TOR. The contract must include certain USTDA 

Mandatory Contract Clauses relating to nationality, taxes, payment, reporting, and other 

matters. The USTDA nationality requirements and the USTDA Mandatory Contract Clauses 

are attached at Annexes 2 and 3, respectively, for reference. The selected contractor will be 

remunerated in the U.S. directly by the USTDA once payments have been approved by the 

Grantee and accordingly no payments will therefore be made by the Grantee to the Contractor 

with reference to any services being provided under the Grant Agreement. The Grantee will 

therefore not compensate the Contractor in the event USDTA does not make payment to the 

Contractor with respect to any services being provided under the Grant Agreement. 
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Section 2: INSTRUCTIONS TO OFFERORS 

 

2.1 PROJECT TITLE 

 

The project is called the Western Cape Government Solar PV Project. 

 

2.2 DEFINITIONS 

 

Please note the following definitions of terms as used in this RFP. 

The term "Request for Proposals" means this solicitation of a formal technical 

proposal, including qualification statements. 

The term "Offeror" means the U.S. firm, including any and all subcontractors, 

which responds to the RFP and submits a formal proposal and which may or 

may not be successful in being awarded this procurement. 

 

2.3 DEFINITIONAL MISSION REPORT 

 

USTDA sponsored a Definitional Mission to address technical, financial, socio-political, 

environmental and other aspects of the proposed project. Portions of the report are attached at 

Annex 2 for background information only.  

 

Please note that the TOR referenced in the report are included in this RFP as Annex 4. 

 

2.4 EXAMINATION OF DOCUMENTS 

 

Offerors should carefully examine this RFP. It will be assumed that Offerors have done such 

inspection and that through examinations, inquiries and investigation they have become 

familiarised with local conditions and the nature of problems to be solved during the 

execution of the Feasibility Study.  

 

Offerors shall address all items as specified in this RFP. Failure to adhere to this format may 

disqualify an Offeror from further consideration.  

 

Submission of a proposal shall constitute evidence that the Offeror has made all the above 

mentioned examinations and investigations, and is free of any uncertainty with respect to 

conditions which would affect the execution and completion of the Feasibility Study. 

 

2.5 PROJECT FUNDING SOURCE 

 

The Feasibility Study will be funded under a grant from USTDA. The total amount of the 

grant is not to exceed US$545,000. 

 

2.6 RESPONSIBILITY FOR COSTS 

 

Offeror shall be fully responsible for all costs incurred in the development and submission of 

the proposal. Neither USTDA nor the Grantee or the WCG assumes any obligation as a result 

of the issuance of this RFP, the preparation or submission of a proposal by an Offeror, the 

evaluation of proposals, final selection or negotiation of a contract. 
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2.7 TAXES 

 

Offerors should submit proposals that note that, in accordance with the USTDA Mandatory 

Contract Clauses, USTDA grant funds shall not be used to pay any taxes, tariffs, duties, fees 

or other levies imposed under laws in effect in the Host Country. Offerors or any local 

subcontractor shall however not be precluded from fulfilling its obligations to the appropriate 

revenue authority under the laws of the Host Country.  

 

2.8 CONFIDENTIALITY 

 

The Grantee will preserve the confidentiality of any business proprietary or confidential 

information submitted by the Offeror, which is clearly designated as such by the Offeror, to 

the extent permitted by the laws of the Host Country. 

 

2.9 ECONOMY OF PROPOSALS 

 

Proposal documents should be prepared simply and economically, providing a 

comprehensive yet concise description of the Offeror's capabilities to satisfy the requirements 

of the RFP. Emphasis should be placed on completeness and clarity of content. 

 

2.10 OFFEROR CERTIFICATIONS 

 

The Offeror shall certify (a) that its proposal is genuine and is not made in the interest of, or 

on behalf of, any undisclosed person, firm, or corporation, and is not submitted in conformity 

with, and agreement of, any undisclosed group, association, organization, or corporation; (b) 

that it has not directly or indirectly induced or solicited any other Offeror to put in a false 

proposal; (c) that it has not solicited or induced any other person, firm, or corporation to 

refrain from submitting a proposal; and (d) that it has not sought by collusion to obtain for 

itself any advantage over any other Offeror or over the Grantee or USTDA or any employee 

thereof. 

 

2.11 CONDITIONS REQUIRED FOR PARTICIPATION 

 

Only U.S. firms are eligible to participate in this tender. However, U.S. firms may utilize 

subcontractors from the Host Country for up to 20 percent of the amount of the USTDA grant 

for specific services from the TOR identified in the subcontract. USTDA’s nationality 

requirements, including definitions, are detailed in Annex 3. 

 

2.12 LANGUAGE OF PROPOSAL 

 

All proposal documents shall be prepared and submitted in English, and only English. 

 

2.13 PROPOSAL SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS 

 

An Original and five copies of your proposal must be received no later than 10:00 AM local 

(South Africa), on November 19, 2013, at: 

GREEN CAPE 

2ND FLOOR, 44A BLOEM STREET, 

CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA 
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Proposals may be either sent by overnight courier or hand-delivered. Whether the proposal is 

sent by courier or hand-delivered, the Offeror shall be responsible for actual delivery of the 

proposal to the above address before the deadline. Any proposal received after the deadline 

may be returned unopened. The Grantee will promptly notify any Offeror if its proposal was 

received late.  

 

Upon timely receipt, all proposals become the property of the Grantee. 

 

2.14 PACKAGING 

 

The original and each copy of the proposal must be sealed to ensure confidentiality of the 

information. The proposals should be individually wrapped and sealed, and labelled 

“REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS: FEASIBILITY STUDY FOR THE WESTERN CAPE 

GOVERNMENT SOLAR PV PROJECT” and designation of "original" or "copy number x." 

The original and five copies should be collectively wrapped and sealed, and clearly labelled, 

including the contact name and the name of the project.  

 

Neither USTDA nor the Grantee will be responsible for premature opening of proposals not 

properly wrapped, sealed and labelled. 

 

2.15 OFFEROR’S AUTHORISED NEGOTIATOR 

 

The Offeror must provide the name, title, address, telephone number, e-mail address and fax 

number of the Offeror’s authorized negotiator. The person cited shall be empowered to make 

binding commitments for the Offeror and its subcontractors, if any. 

 

2.16 AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE 

 

The proposal must contain the signature of a duly authorized officer or agent of the Offeror 

empowered with the right to bind the Offeror. 

 

2.17 EFFECTIVE PERIOD OF PROPOSAL 

 

The proposal shall be binding upon the Offeror for sixty days after the proposal due date, and 

Offeror may withdraw or modify this proposal at any time prior to the due date upon written 

request, signed in the same manner and by the same person who signed the original proposal. 

 

2.18 EXCEPTIONS 

 

All Offerors agree by their response to this RFP announcement to abide by the procedures set 

forth herein. No exceptions shall be permitted. 

 

2.19 OFFEROR QUALIFICATIONS 

 

As provided in Section 3, Offerors shall submit evidence that they have relevant past 

experience and have previously delivered advisory, feasibility study and/or other services 

similar to those required in the TOR, as applicable. 
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2.20 RIGHT TO REJECT PROPOSALS 

 

The Grantee reserves the right to reject any and all proposals. 

 

2.21 PRIME CONTRACTOR RESPONSIBILITY 

 

Offerors have the option of subcontracting parts of the services they propose. The Offeror's 

proposal must include a description of any anticipated subcontracting arrangements, 

including the name, address, and qualifications of any subcontractors. USTDA nationality 

provisions apply to the use of subcontractors and are set forth in detail in Annex 3. The 

successful Offeror shall cause appropriate provisions of its contract, including all of the 

applicable USTDA Mandatory Contract Clauses, to be inserted in any subcontract funded or 

partially funded by USTDA grant funds. 

 

2.22 AWARD 

 

The Grantee shall make an award resulting from this RFP to the best qualified Offeror, on the 

basis of the evaluation factors set forth herein. The Grantee reserves the right to reject any 

and all proposals received.  

 

2.23 COMPLETE SERVICES 

 

The successful Offeror shall be required to:  

(a) provide local transportation, office space and secretarial support required to 

perform the TOR if such support is not provided by the Grantee; 

(b) provide and perform all necessary labour, supervision and services; and (c) in 

accordance with best technical and business practice, and in accordance with the 

requirements, stipulations, provisions and conditions of this RFP and the resultant 

contract, execute and complete the TOR to the satisfaction of the Grantee and 

USTDA. 

 

2.24 INVOICING AND PAYMENT 

 

Deliverables under the contract shall be delivered on a schedule to be agreed upon in a 

contract with the Grantee. The Contractor may submit invoices to the designated Grantee 

Project Director in accordance with a schedule to be negotiated and included in the contract. 

After the Grantee’s approval of each invoice, the Grantee will forward the invoice to 

USTDA. If all of the requirements of USTDA’s Mandatory Contract Clauses are met, 

USTDA shall make its respective disbursement of the grant funds directly to the U.S. firm in 

the United States. All payments by USTDA under the Grant Agreement will be made in U.S. 

currency. Detailed provisions with respect to invoicing and disbursement of grant funds are 

set forth in the USTDA Mandatory Contract Clauses attached in Annex 3. The selected 

contractor will be remunerated in the U.S. directly by the USTDA once payments have been 

approved by the Grantee and accordingly no payments will therefore be made by the Grantee 

to the Contractor with reference to any services being provided under the Grant Agreement. 

The Grantee will therefore not compensate the Contractor in the event USDTA does not 

make payment to the Contractor with respect to any services being provided under the Grant 

Agreement.  
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Section 3: PROPOSAL FORMAT AND CONTENT 

 

To expedite proposal review and evaluation, and to assure that each proposal receives the 

same orderly review, all proposals must follow the format described in this section.  

 

Proposal sections and pages shall be appropriately numbered and the proposal shall include a 

Table of Contents. Offerors are encouraged to submit concise and clear responses to the RFP. 

Proposals shall contain all elements of information requested without exception. Instructions 

regarding the required scope and content are given in this section. The Grantee reserves the 

right to include any part of the selected proposal in the final contract.  

 

The proposal shall consist of a technical proposal only. A cost proposal is NOT required 

because the amount for the contract has been established by a USTDA grant of US$545,000, 

which is a fixed amount. 

 

Offerors shall submit one original and five copies of the proposal. Proposals received by fax 

or email cannot be accepted. 

 

Each proposal must include the following: 

 

 Transmittal Letter, 

 Cover/Title Page, 

 Table of Contents, 

 Executive Summary, 

 Firm Background Information, 

 Completed U.S. Firm Information Form, 

 Organizational Structure, Management Plan, and Key Personnel, 

 Technical Approach and Work Plan, and 

 Experience and Qualifications. 

 

Detailed requirements and directions for the preparation of the proposal are presented below. 

 

3.1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

An Executive Summary should be prepared describing the major elements of the proposal, 

including any conclusions, assumptions, and general recommendations the Offeror desires to 

make. Offerors are requested to make every effort to limit the length of the Executive 

Summary to no more than five (5) pages. 

 

3.2 U.S. FIRM INFORMATION 

 

A U.S. Firm Information Form in .pdf fillable format is attached at the end of this RFP in 

Annex 5. The Offeror must complete the U.S. Firm Information Form and include the 

completed U.S. Firm Information Form with its proposal. 
 

 

3.3 ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE, MANAGEMENT, AND KEY PERSONNEL 

 

Describe the Offeror's proposed project organizational structure. Discuss how the project will 

be managed including the principal and key staff assignments for this Feasibility Study. 
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Identify the Project Manager who will be the individual responsible for this project. The 

Project Manager shall have the responsibility and authority to act on behalf of the Offeror in 

all matters related to the Feasibility Study.  

 

Provide a listing of personnel (including subcontractors) to be engaged in the project, 

including both U.S. and local subcontractors, with the following information for key staff: 

position in the project; pertinent experience, curriculum vitae; other relevant information. If 

subcontractors are to be used, the Offeror shall describe the organizational relationship, if 

any, between the Offeror and the subcontractor.  

 

A manpower schedule and the level of effort for the project period, by activities and tasks, as 

detailed under the Technical Approach and Work Plan shall be submitted. A statement 

confirming the availability of the proposed project manager and key staff over the duration of 

the project must be included in the proposal. 

 

3.4 TECHNICAL APPROACH AND WORK PLAN 

 

Describe in detail the proposed Technical Approach and Work Plan (the “Work Plan”). 

Discuss the Offeror’s methodology for completing the project requirements. Include a brief 

narrative of the Offeror’s methodology for completing the tasks within each activity series. 

Begin with the information gathering phase and continue through delivery and approval of all 

required reports.  

 

Prepare a detailed schedule of performance that describes all activities and tasks within the 

Work Plan, including periodic reporting or review points, incremental delivery dates, and 

other project milestones.  

 

Based on the Work Plan, and previous project experience, describe any support that the 

Offeror will require from the Grantee. Detail the amount of staff time required by the Grantee 

or other participating agencies and any work space or facilities needed to complete the 

Feasibility Study. 

 

3.5 EXPERIENCE AND QUALIFICATIONS 

 

Provide a discussion of the Offeror's experience and qualifications that are relevant to the 

objectives and TOR for the Feasibility Study. If subcontractors are being used, similar 

information must be provided for the prime and each subcontractor firm proposed for the 

project. The Offeror shall provide information with respect to relevant experience and 

qualifications of key staff proposed. The Offeror shall include letters of commitment from the 

individuals proposed confirming their availability for contract performance. 

 

As many as possible but not more than six relevant and verifiable project references must be 

provided for each of the Offeror and any subcontractors, including the following information: 

 Project name, 

 Name and address of client (indicate if joint venture), 

 Client contact person (name/ position/ current phone and fax numbers), 

 Period of Contract, 

 Description of services provided, 

 Dollar amount of Contract, and 

 Status and comments. 
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Offerors are strongly encouraged to include in their experience summary primarily those 

projects that are similar to the Feasibility Study as described in this RFP. 
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Section 4: AWARD CRITERIA 

 

Individual proposals will be initially evaluated by a Procurement Selection Committee of 

representatives from the Grantee. The Committee will then conduct a final evaluation and 

completion of ranking of qualified Offerors. The Grantee will notify USTDA of the best 

qualified Offeror, and upon receipt of USTDA’s no-objection letter, the Grantee shall 

promptly notify all Offerors of the award and negotiate a contract with the best qualified 

Offeror. If a satisfactory contract cannot be negotiated with the best qualified Offeror, 

negotiations will be formally terminated. Negotiations may then be undertaken with the 

second most qualified Offeror and so forth. 

 

The selection of the Contractor will be based on the following criteria: 

 

Offeror’s Experience and Qualifications: 35 points maximum 

 Offeror’s experience and qualifications in the design, installation, integration, 

operation, and maintenance of rooftop solar PV, and other related solar PV projects: 

10 points 

 Offeror’s experience and qualifications related to technological delivery options for 

rooftop solar PV, and other related solar PV projects: 5 points 

 Offeror’s experience and qualifications in project financing, cost estimating, and the 

development of pricing models and multi-stakeholder ownership/investment 

structures for rooftop solar PV, and other related solar PV projects, preferably for 

projects requiring subsidization: 5 points 

 Offeror’s experience and qualifications in the development of project management 

plans, including staffing and training requirements, for rooftop solar PV, and other 

related solar PV projects: 5 points 

 Offeror’s experience and qualifications in the development of programs that 

encourage the increased utilization of ICT services: 5 points 

 Offeror’s experience and qualifications in developing terms of reference and business 

case models for the design, installation, integration, operation, and maintenance of 

rooftop solar PV and other related solar PV projects: 5 points 

 

Organizational Structure, Management, and Key Personnel: 35 points maximum 

 Quality of the Offeror’s proposed organizational structure and management plan for 

the Feasibility Study: 10 points 

 Experience and expertise of the Offeror’s proposed Project Manager in performing 

similar feasibility studies or other closely related work: 10 points 

 Experience and expertise of the Offeror’s other key personnel (including U.S. 

subcontractors, if any) in fulfilling the various functions required for the Feasibility 

Study: 5 points 

 Experience and expertise of the Offeror’s local subcontractors in fulfilling the various 

functions required for the Feasibility Study: 10 points 

 

Technical Approach and Work Plan: 25 points maximum 

 Quality of the Offeror’s proposed Technical Approach and Work Plan for the 

Feasibility Study: 15 points 

 Quality of the Offeror’s proposed schedule for carrying out the Feasibility Study: 10 

points 
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Country/Regional Experience: 5 points maximum 

 Offeror’s experience working in South Africa, sub-Saharan Africa, and/or other 

similar environments, preferably in the PV solar sector: 5 points 

 

Proposals that do not include all requested information may be considered non-responsive. 

 

Price will not be a factor in contractor selection. 
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Green Cape, 2
nd

 Floor, 44A Bloem Street, Cape Town; South Africa  

 

B— South Africa:  Feasibility Study for the Western Cape Government Solar PV Project 

 

POC: Jennifer Van Renterghem, USTDA, 1000 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 1600, Arlington, VA 

22209-3901, Tel: (703) 875-4357, Fax: (703) 875-4009, Email: RFPQuestions@ustda.gov.  

WESTERN CAPE GOVERNMENT SOLAR PV.  The Grantee invites submission of 

qualifications and proposal data (collectively referred to as the "Proposal") from interested U.S. 

firms that are qualified on the basis of experience and capability to develop a feasibility study to 

evaluate the technical, financial, environmental, and other critical aspects of installing 3 

megawatts (MW) of rooftop solar photovoltaics on Cape Town central business district 

provincial buildings in the Western Cape Province of South Africa.  

 

In South Africa, solar photovoltaic power generation has the potential to increase electrification 

rates and ease strains on the national grid. South Africa has one of the highest global rates of 

annual solar radiation, averaging approximately 220 watts per square meter (W/m
2
), compared 

with about 150 W/m
2
 for parts of the United States. Within South Africa, the Western Cape 

Government has been a national leader in implementingenergy efficiency strategies and 

renewable power generation projects such as this advance will substantially advance these goals. 

 

The Green Cape Sector Development Agency NPC (Green Cape), a not-for-profit company 

(NPC) largely funded by the Western Cape Provincial Government and also supported by the 

City of Cape Town, is the approved Grantee for this feasibility study. Green Cape works on a 

variety of projects that study barriers to and opportunities for investment in clean energy, water 

resource management, and air quality. Green Cape will direct this feasibility study in close 

coordination with the Western Cape Provincial Government, which will still have overall 

responsibility to implement the Project.  

 

The primary objective of the Study is to provide the Grantee with analyses and recommendations 

that will support its decision-making with regard to the implementation of rooftop photovoltaics 

on public buildings. The U.S. firm selected will be paid in U.S. dollars from a US $545,000 grant 

to the Grantee from the U.S. Trade and Development Agency (“USTDA”). 

 

A detailed Request for Proposals (RFP), which includes requirements for the Proposal, the 

Terms of Reference, and portions of a background definitional mission report are available from 

USTDA, at 1000 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 1600, Arlington, VA 22209-3901.  To request the 

RFP in PDF format, please go to: https://www.ustda.gov/businessopps/rfpform.asp.  Requests for 

a mailed hardcopy version of the RFP may also be faxed to the IRC, USTDA at 703-875-4009.  

In the fax, please include your firm’s name, contact person, address, and telephone number.  

Some firms have found that RFP materials sent by U.S. mail do not reach them in time for 

preparation of an adequate response.  Firms that want USTDA to use an overnight delivery 

service should include the name of the delivery service and your firm's account number in the 

request for the RFP.  Firms that want to send a courier to USTDA to retrieve the RFP should 



allow one hour after faxing the request to USTDA before scheduling a pick-up. Please note that 

no telephone requests for the RFP will be honored.  Please check your internal fax verification 

receipt.  Because of the large number of RFP requests, USTDA cannot respond to requests for 

fax verification.  Requests for RFPs received before 4:00 PM will be mailed the same day.  

Requests received after 4:00 PM will be mailed the following day.  Please check with your 

courier and/or mail room before calling USTDA. 

 

Only U.S. firms and individuals may bid on this USTDA financed activity.  Interested firms, 

their subcontractors and employees of all participants must qualify under USTDA's nationality 

requirements as of the due date for submission of qualifications and proposals and, if selected to 

carry out the USTDA-financed activity, must continue to meet such requirements throughout the 

duration of the USTDA-financed activity.  All goods and services to be provided by the selected 

firm shall have their nationality, source and origin in the U.S. or host country.  The U.S. firm 

may use subcontractors from the host country for up to 20 percent of the USTDA grant amount.  

Details of USTDA's nationality requirements and mandatory contract clauses are also included in 

the RFP.   

 

Interested U.S. firms should submit their Proposal in English directly to the Grantee by 10:00 

a.m (local South African time), November 19, 2013 at the above address.  Evaluation criteria for 

the Proposal are included in the RFP.  Price will not be a factor in contractor selection, and 

therefore, cost proposals should NOT be submitted.  The Grantee reserves the right to reject any 

and/or all Proposals.  The Grantee also reserves the right to contract with the selected firm for 

subsequent work related to the project.  The Grantee is not bound to pay for any costs associated 

with the preparation and submission of Proposals.   
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WESTERN CAPE GOVERNMENT SOLAR PV PROJECT  

3.1 Executive Summary 
 

This proposed project was identified by the Western Cape Government (WCG) Department of Transport 

and Public Works (DTPW). 

The proposed project is designed to provide DTPW with renewable energy solution for the WCG owned 

buildings in the Cape Town city center using PV solar technology. The proposed PV installation is 

currently estimated at 3 MW with significant replication potential for many other buildings owned by the 

WCG and under the custody of the DTPW (mostly schools and hospitals). The proposed 3 MW facility is 

estimated to decrease the DTPW approximate $2 million annual electricity bill in half.  

The major tasks of the proposed study include: 

 Data Collection and Review 

 Stakeholder Consultations 

 Solar Technology Assessment 

 Conceptual Plant Design 

 Detailed Cost Estimate Preparation 

 Environmental and Social/Development Impact Assessment 

 Legal, Regulatory, and Institutional Review 

 Financing Options Review 

 Implementation Plan 

 Tender Documents Preparation 

 Draft Final and Final Report Preparation and Presentation 

 

The overall estimated project cost (without contingency) is about $14 million for 3 MW system. U.S. 

exports could reach the $10 million (70%) level on a probability weighted basis. The proposed study cost 

is estimated at $543,595 and should be completed within six months.  

 

3.2 Project Background and Description
1
 

 

The Western Cape Government creates laws for and provides services to the people of the Western Cape. 

It works closely with the national government and municipalities in the Western Cape to ensure that the 

citizens of the province have access to the services, facilities and information they need.  

The Western Cape Government (WCG) consists of 13 departments, namely: 

                                                           
1 WCG information is based on www. westerncape.gov.za 



 Department of Agriculture 

 Department of Community Safety 

 Department of Cultural Affairs and Sport 

 Department of Economic Development and Tourism 

 Department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning 

 Department of Health 

 Department of Human Settlements 

 Department of Local Government 

 Department of Social Development 

 Department of Transport and Public Works 

 Department of the Premier 

 Provincial Treasury 

 Western Cape Education Department 

 

Working with a budget of R33.2 billion (in 2010), these departments are responsible for implementing 

laws and providing services to the people of the Western Cape. 

As shown on Exhibit 3-1 below, the Western Cape is situated on the south western tip of the African 

continent and is one of the nine provinces of South Africa. The province is also home to South Africa's 

oldest city, Cape Town. 

More than 5.4 million people live in the Western Cape on 129 370 km² of land (2011). Afrikaans is 

spoken by the majority, with isiXhosa and English being the other main languages. 

The province has the lowest unemployment rate in the country, namely 22.2% (2011), compared with the 

national average of 23.2%. Information and communications technology is one of the fastest-growing 

sectors in the province, and operations are being expanded to other provinces. The clothing and textile 

industry remains the most significant industrial source of employment in the province. 

Exhibit 3-1 – Western Cape Location 

 

WCG owns and uses a number of facilities for own needs and the needs of entities it is responsible for. 

Following Exhibit provides the partial list of Government buildings that WCG considers for PV solar 

installations. 



Exhibit 3-2 – WCG Selected Buildings and Structures 

Data is Confidential 

Source: WCG, 2013 

Data is Confidential 

The solar resource in the Western Cape is very good (by international standards), although not as good as 

in the north western parts of the country. Exhibit 3-3 provides the DNI mal for South Africa: 

Exhibit 3-3 – SA 20-yr Average Annual DNI Map 

 

Source: PV-insider.com 

 

 

3.3 Project Sponsor’s Capabilities and Commitment
2
 

 

                                                           
2
 Department of Transport and Public Works, Annual Report 2011/12 



The Department of Transport and Public Works (DTPW or the Department) which has responsibility for 

most provincial government buildings is an integral part of the WCG. The Department’s mandate is 

derived from the Constitution of the Republic of South Africa, 1996 (Act 108 of 1996), (hereafter referred 

to as the Constitution) and the Constitution of the Western Cape, 1997. Certain mandates are concurrent 

responsibilities, while others are exclusively the responsibility of the provincial sphere of government. 

The Provincial Public Works branch consists of two chief directorates namely Provincial Facilities 

Management and Provincial Property Management and the Public Works Administration sub-directorate. 



Exhibit – PPW Major Responsibilities 

Provincial Facilities Management 

Education Facilities 

Management 

 

Constructs, maintains and inspects the Western Cape Government school infrastructure. 

 Provides built sector expert advice to the Department of Education and its subsidiaries. 

Health Facilities 

Management 

 

Constructs, maintains and inspects the Western Cape Government health facilities 

infrastructure. 

 Provides built sector expert advice to the Department of Health and its subsidiaries. 

General Provincial 

Buildings Facilities 

Management 

 

Constructs, maintains and inspects the Western Cape Government general building 

infrastructure. 

 Facilities management and office accommodation for all client departments. 

 Provides built sector expert advice to all client departments and their subsidiaries. 

Provincial Property Management 

Operational Property 

Management 

 

Leases properties from private owners for the accommodation of Western Cape 

Government departments in terms of their service delivery requirements. 

 Supports payment of rental, municipal services/ utilities and property rates of all 

Western Cape Government properties (excluding housing properties). 

 Collects rental and service / utility charges from tenants of Western Cape Government 

properties. 

 Secures unallocated vacant Western Cape Government properties against unlawful 

occupation and regular clears and cleans these properties. 

Property Development 

 

Vacant land is acquired for the construction of social infrastructure for Health and 

Education. 

 Vacant buildings are also sometimes acquired for utilization by the Western Cape 

Government. 

 Unused and underutilized provincially owned land and buildings are disposed of and 

dilapidated state buildings are demolished. 

Property Planning 

 

Vests, which is confirmation of ownership of government properties. 

 Manages the provincial Immoveable Asset Register. 

 Implements the Government Immovable Asset Management Act (Giama). 

 Allocates own accommodation to user departments. 

 Attends to requests for properties from the public, to the removal of restrictive 

conditions from title deeds from the public and to special consent applications from 

municipalities. 

Public-Private Partnerships (PPP) 



Asset Finance Manages financial asset accounts and systems. 

Undertakes feasibility studies. 

Ensures sound property evaluations. 

Public Works 

Administration 

 Provides diverse services to internal and external clients including horticultural, 

telecommunication, supply chain management, finance support, IT systems 

administration support and cleaning services. 

 Controls and manages building plans. 

Source: http://www.westerncape.gov.za/eng/your_gov/13521 

 

DTPW invests significant capital in maintenance and renovation of its buildings. Exhibit 3-4 below 

provides the assessment of building needs in 2011/12. 

 

Exhibit 3-4 – Assessment of DTPW Buildings 

 

 

The Department, given its responsibility for infrastructure delivery of provincial government 

infrastructure, has managed 1 038 infrastructure related projects of which 211 were capital projects at 

various stages of development, 741 were maintenance projects, and 86 were planning projects, amounting 

to a total infrastructure budget of approximately R 1.5 b and as tabulated in Exhibit 3-5 below.  

Exhibit 3-5 –DTPW Buildings Expenditures 



 

 

 

The 1 038 projects managed yielded positive results in the delivery of social infrastructure for the 

provincial client departments in particular for education, health, and general buildings facilities. In this 

manner, the Department contributed to improving education outcomes, reducing the burden of disease 

and building the best run regional government in the world; by delivering infrastructure that is citizen-

centric and sustainable. 

Overall, WCG is an experienced Grantee that is capable of handling the management and supervision of 

the proposed scope of work.  

3.4 Implementation Financing 
 

DTPW can fund projects by either utilizing its own operating budget, by borrowing money, or by the PPP 

mechanism (Public Private Partnership). The WCG has a track record of utilizing all of these 

mechanisms. Smaller projects, which can be considered operational improvements (e.g., replacement of 

equipment or minor system modifications), are generally funded internally from the O&M and Capital 

budgets. 

In addition to annual budget allocations, the Department is generating revenues from various sources as 

shown in Exhibit 3-6 below. 



Exhibit 3-6 –Department Revenues 

 

Source: Annual Report 2011/12 

 

Public Works Infrastructure has an annual budget of about R1 billion (~ $120 million) as identified in 

Exhibit 3-7. The electricity bill for buildings identified for the PV retrofit is estimated at about $2 million 

per year. 

Exhibit 3-7 – Department Budget (Expenses) 

 

Source: Annual Report 2011/12 



South African law defines a PPP as a contract between a public sector institution or municipality and a 

private entity which assumes substantial financial, technical and operational risk in the design, financing, 

building and operation of a project. 

 

So far, the Western Cape Department of Transport and Public Works has registered three PPP projects 

with the National Treasury and they are: 

 Founders' Garden. 

 Prestwich Precinct. 

 Head Office Accommodation. 

 

WCG expressed an interest in evaluating the proposed project from the PPP perspective. This activity is 

included in the proposed TOR. Several PV developers mentioned the PPP model as potentially promising 

during discussions in SA. 

Constant Group is of the opinion that the WCG will be able to fund the proposed PV project using a 

combination of its operational budget, cash available from borrowings, and potential PPP-type 

arrangements. It should also be noted that the proposed project is not an incremental additional 

expenditure, but significant offset to the recurring electricity expense.  

3. 5 Export Potential 
 

The United States has recently had a modest amount of power-related exports into South Africa. Exhibit 

3-8 provides the details of U.S. exports to SA by category. 

Exhibit 3-8 – U.S. Exports to South Africa ($M) 

Data is Confidential 

 
Source: Constant Group Research and Department of Commerce 

 

The proposed PV project targets the installation of PV modules on WCG-owned buildings and 

structures.  

 

The overall estimated project cost (without contingency) is about $14 million for a 3 MW 

system. It should be noted that the WCG has much more areas for installation than originally 

identified, including numerous hospitals and schools. Therefore the potential replication impacts 

are fairly large. U.S. exports could reach the $10 million (70%) level on a probability weighted 

basis. Exhibit 3-9 shows the approximate breakdown of major equipment costs and the potential 

share of U.S. exports. 

 

Exhibit 3-9 – Sample Project Budget Estimate and Share of U.S. Exports 
 



Data is Confidential 

Source: Constant Group Estimate 

Specific manufacturer responses are Confidential. 

Background on PV Solar Manufacturing in the U.S. 

 

 

Data is Confidential 

3.6 Foreign Competition and Market Entry Issues
3
 

 

There are well over 100 companies worldwide engaged in the manufacture of solar cells/modules using 

many different technologies. The top ten solar "cell" manufacturers, according to GTM Research, are 

shown in the table below. This ranking is based on a market survey of companies who actually 

manufacture solar cells as opposed to buying them on an OEM basis for resale. The ranking is in terms of 

mega-watts of output, not number of dollars or number of cells produced. Of the top ten cell producers, 

six are Chinese manufacturers and all six make use of crystalline silicone technology. Of the remaining 

top 10, two are from Taiwan, and one each from Germany and Japan. 

 

Exhibit 3-11 – 2011 Top Worldwide “Cell” Manufacturers 

 

                                                           
3
 Draws heavy on http://solarcellcentral.com/companies_page.html 



 

 

Listed below per LUX Research are the top ten "module" installation companies in 2011. There are 

considerable differences between the top 10 "cell" manufacturers and the top 10 "module" manufacturers. 

However, five companies are on both lists. Suntech drops to number two while First Solar moves up to 

number one on the module top 10 list. (Note: Other research companies have Suntech first and First Solar 

second. It is basically a tie.) Missing are the Taiwanese companies (Gintech and Motech) who are cell 

manufacturers only and JA Solar who was a cell only manufacturer, but has since moved into panel 

manufacturing. Six of the top 10 panel producers are Chinese and during 2011 well over 50% of all solar 

panels shipped were manufactured in China. There is a general trend for companies to vertically integrate, 

i.e. manufacture all three stages of production - wafers, cells, and modules. Wafer companies are moving 

into cells because they have a cost advantage using their own wafers. Pure cell manufacturers are moving 

into modules, which is basically low tech assembly, but it also gives them a low cost material advantage. 

Major players want to be totally integrated from wafers to modules and even end user sales and 

installation. Having an internal supply of material shields companies from the up and down swings of the 

spot markets and provides an opportunity to "brand" their products. 

Exhibit 3-12 – 2011 Largest Solar “Module” Manufacturers 



 

 

PV Market in South Africa 

Data is Confidential 

3.7 Developmental Impact 
 

Infrastructure -- The Project will be used to provide power at competitive prices and to reduce the grid’s 

dependence on coal-based generation. The project is expected to be about 3 MW with significant scale-up 

capability. The project will be able to provide power to government buildings. 

Human Capacity Building -- The proposed plant will have significant job creation impacts as well. The 

construction of the plant will require temporary manpower, both skilled and unskilled. 

 

Operations phase employment opportunities will be created for technical, administrative, and security 

people during the commercial operation phase.  

3.8 Environmental Impact  
 

The project is expected to have a significant positive effect on the environment. Currently, large thermal 

plants are considered to be major sources of air pollution. Due to the nature of the technology, the 

proposed solar plant has no emissions.   



Data is Confidential 

The construction of the plant will require an appropriate environmental assessment study. The study will 

address all major issues associated with the construction of a solar facility of this size.  

Among anticipated other positive impacts are: 

- Substitution of fossil energy with renewable solar; 

- No air emissions; and 

- No significant exposure to lubricants and other potential water and soil contaminants. 

Potential negative impacts are: 

- Impacts on flora and fauna due to solar; 

- Sound pollution during construction; and 

- Heavy equipment transit. 

 

3.9 Impact on U.S. Labor 
 

There is no reason for concern regarding the possibility of negative impacts on U.S. employment due to 

this project. The project would generate electricity and not products that could be imported into the U.S. 

On the other hand, positive impacts will result in the event U.S. exporters succeed in obtaining contracts 

for equipment and services when the project goes forward and even serve as a catalyst for further projects 

in the region. 

No adverse impact is expected from the execution of the proposed project. Its significant export potential 

would assure the bulk of the production of major goods in the U.S. and their export to the host country. 

No significant permanent new job creation impacting U.S. jobs is expected outside the U.S. 

3.10  Qualifications 
Redacted. 

 

3.11 Justification 
Justification is Confidential. 

 

3.12 Terms of Reference 
Redacted. 

3.13 Budget and Schedule 
 



The proposed project implementation schedule is presented in Exhibit 3-13 below. The duration of the 

total effort is estimated at 6 months with most of the tasks being accomplished sequentially. The Final 

Report issuance is expected in 6 months since notice to proceed.  

Exhibit 3-13 – Project Schedule 

  

 

The recommended feasibility study budget is provided below in Exhibit 3-14. A detailed breakdown by 

task and discipline is provided for labor. The total budget for this project is estimated to be $543,595.  

Exhibit 3-14 – Feasibility Study Budget  

Redacted. 

3.14 Recommendations 
Recommendations are Confidential 

Overall, Constant Group is of the opinion that the potential benefits of this project outweigh the risks. 

 

No. Task Name Duration 1 2 3 4 5 6

(days)

1

Data Collection and Review

25

2

Stakeholder Consultations

2

3

Solar Technology Assessment

25

4

Conceptual Plant Design

20

5

Detailed Cost Estimate Preparation

10

6

Environmental and Social/Development 

Impact Assessment
20

7

Legal, Regulatory, and Institutional 

Review
10

8

Financing Options Review

10

9

Implementation Plan

10

10

Tender Documents Preparation

10

12

Draft Final and Final Report Preparation 

and Presentation
25

Months



A N N E X 3 



 
U.S. TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

Arlington, VA 22209-2131 

 

 

 

NATIONALITY, SOURCE, AND ORIGIN REQUIREMENTS 
 

 

The purpose of USTDA's nationality, source, and origin requirements is to assure the maximum 

practicable participation of American contractors, technology, equipment and materials in the 

prefeasibility, feasibility, and implementation stages of a project. 

 

 

USTDA STANDARD RULE (GRANT AGREEMENT STANDARD LANGUAGE): 

 

Except as USTDA may otherwise agree, each of the following provisions shall apply to the 

delivery of goods and services funded by USTDA under this Grant Agreement: (a) for 

professional services, the Contractor must be either a U.S. firm or U.S. individual; (b) the 

Contractor may use U.S. subcontractors without limitation, but the use of subcontractors from 

host country may not exceed twenty percent (20%) of the USTDA Grant amount and may only 

be used for specific services from the Terms of Reference identified in the subcontract; (c) 

employees of U.S. Contractor or U.S. subcontractor firms responsible for professional services 

shall be U.S. citizens or non-U.S. citizens lawfully admitted for permanent residence in the U.S.; 

(d) goods purchased for implementation of the Study and associated delivery services (e.g., 

international transportation and insurance) must have their nationality, source and origin in the 

United States; and (e) goods and services incidental to Study support (e.g., local lodging, food, 

and transportation) in host country are not subject to the above restrictions.  USTDA will make 

available further details concerning these standards of eligibility upon request. 

 

NATIONALITY: 

 

1)  Rule 

 

Except as USTDA may otherwise agree, the Contractor for USTDA funded activities must be 

either a U.S. firm or a U.S. individual.  Prime contractors may utilize U.S.  



subcontractors without limitation, but the use of host country subcontractors is limited to 20% of 

the USTDA grant amount. 

 

2)  Application 

 

Accordingly, only a U.S. firm or U.S. individual may submit proposals on USTDA funded 

activities.  Although those proposals may include subcontracting arrangements with host country 

firms or individuals for up to 20% of the USTDA grant amount, they may not include 

subcontracts with third country entities.  U.S. firms submitting proposals must ensure that the 

professional services funded by the USTDA grant, to the extent not subcontracted to host 

country entities, are supplied by employees of the firm or employees of U.S. subcontractor firms 

who are U.S. individuals.   

 

Interested U.S. firms and consultants who submit proposals must meet USTDA nationality 

requirements as of the due date for the submission of proposals and, if selected, must continue to 

meet such requirements throughout the duration of the USTDA-financed activity.  These 

nationality provisions apply to whatever portion of the Terms of Reference is funded with the 

USTDA grant.   

 

3)  Definitions 

 

A "U.S. individual" is (a) a U.S. citizen, or (b) a non-U.S. citizen lawfully admitted for 

permanent residence in the U.S. (a green card holder). 

 

A "U.S. firm" is a privately owned firm which is incorporated in the U.S., with its principal place 

of business in the U.S., and which is either (a) more than 50% owned by U.S. individuals, or (b) 

has been incorporated in the U.S. for more than three (3) years prior to the issuance date of the 

request for proposals; has performed similar services in the U.S. for that three (3) year period; 

employs U.S. citizens in more than half of its permanent full-time positions in the U.S.; and has 

the existing capability in the U.S. to perform the work in question.  

 

A partnership, organized in the U.S. with its principal place of business in the U.S., may also 

qualify as a “U.S. firm” as would a joint venture organized or incorporated in the United States 

consisting entirely of U.S. firms and/or U.S. individuals. 

 

A nonprofit organization, such as an educational institution, foundation, or association may also 

qualify as a “U.S. firm” if it is incorporated in the United States and managed by a governing 

body, a majority of whose members are U.S. individuals. 

  



SOURCE AND ORIGIN: 
 

1)  Rule 

 

In addition to the nationality requirement stated above, any goods (e.g., equipment and materials) 

and services related to their shipment (e.g., international transportation and insurance) funded 

under the USTDA Grant Agreement must have their source and origin in the United States, 

unless USTDA otherwise agrees.  However, necessary purchases of goods and project support 

services which are unavailable from a U.S. source (e.g., local food, housing and transportation) 

are eligible without specific USTDA approval. 

 

2)  Application 

 

Accordingly, the prime contractor must be able to demonstrate that all goods and services 

purchased in the host country to carry out the Terms of Reference for a USTDA Grant 

Agreement that were not of U.S. source and origin were unavailable in the United States.  

 

3)  Definitions 

 

“Source” means the country from which shipment is made. 

 

"Origin” means the place of production, through manufacturing, assembly or otherwise. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions regarding these nationality, source and origin requirements may be addressed to the 

USTDA Office of General Counsel. 
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USTDA‐Funded Feasibility Study, Technical Assistance, or Training Grant 

U.S. Firm Information Form 
 

This form is designed to enable the U.S. Trade and Development Agency (“USTDA”) to obtain information about entities and individuals proposed for participation 
in USTDA‐funded activities.    Information  in this form  is used to conduct screening of entities and  individuals to ensure compliance with  legislative and executive 
branch prohibitions on providing support or resources to, or engaging in transactions with, certain individuals or entities with which USTDA must comply.   

USTDA Activity Number [To be completed by USTDA]

Activity Type [To be completed by USTDA] 
 

Feasibility Study Technical Assistance    Other (specify)

Activity Title [To be completed by USTDA] 

Full Legal Name of U.S. Firm 

Business Address  (street address only) 
 

Telephone    Fax   Website  

Year Established (include any predecessor company(s) and year(s) established, if appropriate).   

Please attach additional pages as necessary.   
Please provide a list of directors and principal officers as detailed in Attachment A.  Attached?    Yes 

Type of Ownership  Publicly Traded Company

Private Company

Other (please specify)  

If Private Company or Other (if applicable), provide a 
list of shareholders and the percentage of their 
ownership.  In addition, for each shareholder that 
owns 15% or more shares in U.S. Firm, please 
complete Attachment B.   

 
 
 
 

Is the U.S. Firm a wholly‐owned or partially owned 
subsidiary?   

Yes

No

If so, please provide the name of the U.S. Firm’s 
parent company(s).  In addition, for any parent 
identified, please complete Attachment B. 

 
 

Is the U.S. Firm proposing to subcontract some of 
the proposed work to another firm?   

Yes

No

If yes, U.S. Firm shall complete Attachment C for 
each subcontractor.  Attached? 

Yes

Not applicable

Project Manager 
 

Name  Surname

Given Name

Address 

Telephone 

Fax 

Email 

Negotiation Prerequisites 

Discuss any current or anticipated commitments which may impact 
the ability of the U.S. Firm or its subcontractors to complete the 
Activity as proposed and reflect such impact within the project 
schedule. 

Identify any specific information which is needed from the Grantee 
before commencing negotiations. 

U.S. Firm may attach additional sheets, as necessary.



 

 

U.S. Firm’s Representations

U.S. Firm shall certify to the following (or provide any explanation as to why any representation cannot be made):

1. U.S. Firm is a  [check one]    Corporation    LLC Partnership Sole 
Proprietor 

  Other:  

duly organized, validly existing and in good standing under the laws of the State of:  

The U.S. Firm has all the requisite corporate power and authority to conduct its business as presently conducted, to submit this 
proposal, and if selected, to execute and deliver a contract to the Grantee for the performance of the USTDA Activity.  The U.S. 
Firm is not debarred, suspended, or to the best of its knowledge or belief, proposed for debarment or ineligible for the award 
of contracts by any federal or state governmental agency or authority.   

2. The U.S. Firm has included herewith, a copy of its Articles of Incorporation (or equivalent charter or document issued by a 
designated authority in accordance with applicable laws that provides information and authentication regarding the legal status 
of an entity) and a Certificate of Good Standing (or equivalent document) issued within 1 month of the date of signature below 

by the State of: 

The U.S. Firm commits to notify USTDA and the Grantee if it becomes aware of any change in its status in the state in which it 
is incorporated.  USTDA retains the right to request an updated certificate of good standing.   

3.  Neither the U.S. Firm nor any of its principal officers have, within the ten‐year period preceding the submission of this  
proposal, been convicted of or had a civil judgment rendered against them for: commission of fraud or a criminal offense in 
connection with obtaining, attempting to obtain, or performing a federal, state or local government contract or subcontract; 
violation of federal or state antitrust statutes relating to the submission of offers; or commission of embezzlement, theft, 
forgery, bribery, falsification or destruction of records, making false statements, tax evasion, violating federal or state criminal 
tax laws, or receiving stolen property. 

4. Neither the U.S. Firm, nor any of its principal officers, is presently indicted for, or otherwise criminally or civilly charged with, 
commission of any of the offenses enumerated in paragraph 3 above. 

5. There are no federal or state tax liens pending against the assets, property or business of the U.S. Firm.  The U.S. Firm, has not, 
within the three‐year period preceding the submission of this proposal, been notified of any delinquent federal or state taxes 
in an amount that exceeds US$3,000 for which the liability remains unsatisfied.  Taxes are considered delinquent if (a) the tax 
liability has been fully determined, with no pending administrative or judicial appeals; and (b) a taxpayer has failed to pay the 
tax liability when full payment is due and required. 

6. The U.S. Firm has not commenced a voluntary case or other proceeding seeking liquidation, reorganization or other relief with 
respect to itself of its debts under any bankruptcy, insolvency or other similar law.  The U.S. Firm has not had filed against it an 
involuntary petition under any bankruptcy, insolvency or similar law.   

7. The U.S. Firm certifies that it complies with USTDA Nationality, Source, and Origin Requirements and shall continue to comply 
with such requirements throughout the duration of the USTDA‐funded activity.   The U.S. Firm commits to notify USTDA and 
the Grantee if it becomes aware of any change which might affect U.S. Firm’s ability to meet the USTDA Nationality, Source, 
and Origin Requirements.  

The U.S. Firm shall notify USTDA if any of the representations are no longer true and correct.  
U.S. Firm certifies  that  the  information provided  in  this  form  is  true and correct.   U.S. Firm understands and agrees  that  the U.S. Government may  rely on  the 
accuracy of this information in processing a request to participate in a USTDA‐funded activity.  If at any time USTDA has reason to believe that any person or entity 
has willfully and knowingly provided incorrect information or made false statements, USTDA may take action under applicable law.  The undersigned represents and 
warrants that he/she has the requisite power and authority to sign on behalf of the U.S. Firm. 

Name    Signature 
Title   

Organization    Date

 



Title  Name 
 

(e.g., Director, President, Chief Executive 
Officer, Vice‐President(s), Secretary, 

Treasurer) 
* Please place an asterisk (*) next to the 
names of those principal officers who will 
be involved in the USTDA‐funded activity 

Surname  Given Name  Middle Name 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
ATTACHMENT A 

 
 

USTDA‐Funded Feasibility Study, Technical Assistance, or Training Grant 

 
U.S. Firm Information Form – Directors and Principal Officers 

 

Provide a list of all directors and principal officers (e.g., President, Chief Executive Officer, Vice‐President(s), Secretary and 
Treasurer).  Please provide full names including surname and given name. 

USTDA Activity Number [To be completed by USTDA]

Activity Title [To be completed by USTDA] 

Full Legal Name of Entity 



 

 

 
 

ATTACHMENT B 
 

 

USTDA‐Funded Feasibility Study, Technical Assistance, or Training Grant 

U.S. Firm Information Form – Shareholder(s) and Parent Company(s) 
 

If applicable, U.S. Firm provided a  list of shareholders and the percentage of their ownership.   This  form shall be completed  for 
each shareholder that owns 15% or more shares in U.S. Firm, as well as any parent corporation of the U.S. Firm (“Shareholder”).  In 
addition,  this  form  shall  be  completed  for  each  shareholder  identified  in Attachment B  that owns  15% or more  shares  in  any 
Shareholder, as well as any parent identified in Attachment B.   

USTDA Activity Number [To be completed by USTDA]

Activity Title [To be completed by USTDA] 

Full Legal Name of U.S. Firm 

Full Legal Name of Shareholder 

Business Address  of Shareholder (street address 
only)   

 

Telephone number    Fax Number  

Year Established (include any predecessor company(s) and year(s) established, if appropriate).  Please attach 

additional pages as necessary.   
Country of Shareholder’s Principal Place of Business

Please provide a list of directors and principal officers as detailed in Attachment A.  Attached?    Yes 

Type of Ownership  Publicly Traded Company

Private Company

Other

If applicable, provide a list of shareholders and the 
percentage of their ownership.  In addition, for each 
shareholder that owns 15% or more shares in 
Shareholder, please complete Attachment B.   
 

 
 
 
  

Is the Shareholder a wholly‐owned or partially 
owned subsidiary?   

Yes

No

If so, please provide the name of the Shareholder’s 
parent(s).  In addition, for any parent identified, 
please complete Attachment B. 

 
 
 
 

Shareholder may attach additional sheets, as necessary.



 

   

 
 

ATTACHMENT C 
 

 

USTDA‐Funded Feasibility Study, Technical Assistance, or Training Grant 

Subcontractor Information Form 
 

This form is designed to enable the U.S. Trade and Development Agency (“USTDA”) to obtain information about entities and individuals proposed for participation 
in USTDA‐funded activities.    Information  in this form  is used to conduct screening of entities and  individuals to ensure compliance with  legislative and executive 
branch prohibitions on providing support or resources to, or engaging in transactions with, certain individuals or entities with which USTDA must comply.   

USTDA Activity Number [To be completed by USTDA]  

Activity Title [To be completed by USTDA]   

Full Legal Name of Prime Contractor U.S. Firm (“U.S. Firm”)

Full Legal Name of Subcontractor 

Business Address of Subcontractor (street address only)
 
 
 
 

Telephone Number   

Fax Number   

Year Established (include any predecessor company(s) and year(s) 

established, if appropriate).  Please attach additional pages as necessary.     
 
 
 
 

Subcontractor Point of Contact 
 

Name  Surname   

Given Name   

Address   
 
 
 

Telephone   

Fax   

Email   



 

Subcontractor’s Representations

Subcontractor shall provide the following (or any explanation as to why any representation cannot be made), made as of the date 
of the proposal: 

1. Subcontractor is a [check one]    Corporation    LLC    Partnership    Sole 
Proprietor 

  Other   

duly organized, validly existing and in good standing under the laws of: .

The  subcontractor  has  all  the  requisite  corporate  power  and  authority  to  conduct  its  business  as  presently  conducted,  to 
participate  in  this proposal,  and  if  the U.S.  Firm  is  selected,  to  execute  and deliver  a  subcontract  to  the U.S.  Firm  for  the 
performance of the USTDA Activity and to perform the USTDA Activity.   The subcontractor  is not debarred, suspended, or to 
the best of  its knowledge or belief, proposed  for debarment or  ineligible  for  the award of contracts by any  federal or state 
governmental agency or authority.   

2. Neither the subcontractor nor any of  its principal officers have, within the ten‐year period preceding the submission of the 
Offeror’s proposal, been convicted of or had a civil  judgment  rendered against  them  for: commission of  fraud or a criminal 
offense  in  connection with obtaining,  attempting  to obtain, or performing  a  federal,  state or  local  government  contract or 
subcontract;  violation  of  federal  or  state  antitrust  statutes  relating  to  the  submission  of  offers;  or  commission  of 
embezzlement,  theft,  forgery, bribery,  falsification or destruction of  records, making  false  statements,  tax evasion, violating 
federal or state criminal tax laws, or receiving stolen property. 

3. Neither the subcontractor, nor any of  its principal officers,  is presently  indicted for, or otherwise criminally or civilly charged 
with, commission of any of the offenses enumerated in paragraph 2 above. 

4. There  are  no  federal  or  state  tax  liens  pending  against  the  assets,  property  or  business  of  the  subcontractor.    The 
subcontractor, has not, within the three‐year period preceding this RFP, been notified of any delinquent federal or state taxes 
in an amount that exceeds $3,000  for which  the  liability remains unsatisfied.   Taxes are considered delinquent  if  (a)  the  tax 
liability has been fully determined, with no pending administrative or judicial appeals; and (b) a taxpayer has failed to pay the 
tax liability when full payment is due and required. 

5. The subcontractor has not commenced a voluntary case or other proceeding seeking liquidation, reorganization or other relief 
with respect to  itself or  its debts under any bankruptcy,  insolvency or other similar  law.   The subcontractor has not had filed 
against it an involuntary petition under any bankruptcy, insolvency or similar law. 

6. The Subcontractor certifies that it complies with the USTDA Nationality, Source, and Origin Requirements and shall continue to 
comply with such requirements throughout the duration of the USTDA‐funded activity.   The Subcontractor commits to notify 
USTDA, the Contractor, and the Grantee if it becomes aware of any change which might affect U.S. Firm’s ability to meet the 
USTDA Nationality, Source, and Origin Requirements. 

The selected Subcontractor shall notify the U.S. Firm, Grantee and USTDA if any of the representations included in its proposal are 
no longer true and correct. 

Subcontractor certifies that the information provided in this form is true and correct.  Subcontractor understands and agrees that the U.S. Government may rely on 
the accuracy of this information in processing a request to participate in a USTDA‐funded activity.  If at any time USTDA has reason to believe that any person or 
entity  has willfully  and  knowingly  provided  incorrect  information  or made  false  statements, USTDA may  take  action  under  applicable  law.    The  undersigned 
represents and warrants that he/she has the requisite power and authority to sign on behalf of the Subcontractor.

Name   
Signature 

 

Title   

Organization    Date  
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