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USTDA AWARDS GRANT TO FURTHER THE SAFE EXPANSION
OF HELICOPTER OPERATIONS IN INDIA

NEW DELHI, INDIA (August 2 8,2009) — Today, USTDA a warded a granttothe
Directorate General of Civil A viation (DGCA) in India to help update regulations and
practices governing helicopter operations. The USTDA grant, to be carried out under the
auspices of the U.S.-India A viation Cooperation Program (ACP), will aid in the growth
and development of India’s civil aviation sector by fostering increases in the volume of
helicopter operations in the expanding Indian market.

The USTDA grant illustrates the growing w orking relationship between the Indian and
U.S. aviation sectors that will lead to heightened exchange of technology and knowledge,
safety standards, and efficiency. This assistance is strongly backed by both governments
and endorsed by the two countries’ aviation sectors under the U.S.-India ACP.

The grant agreement, valued at $501,849, was signed at an award ceremony at Safdarjang
Airport in New Delhi by U.S. Ambassador to India Timothy J. Roemer and by Dr. S.N.A.
Zaidi, Director General of Civil Aviation.

“Today, t he U .S.-India A viation Cooperation P rogram e xpands into ane w area,”
Ambassador R oemer not ed a fter the signing, “The signing of the H elicopter A viation
Safety Technical A ssistance proj ect, led by Bell H elicopter, will p rovide e xpertise to
improve India’s expanding helicopter sector and will expand opportunities for increased
trade between our two countries.”

The grant to DGCA will fund technical assistance to improve India’s helicopter safety
through pilot t raining and c ertification, a ccident i nvestigation t raining, he liports, a nd
helicopter flight routes.

Bell Helicopter T extron, Inc. (Fort W orth, T exas), a ¢ ompany that is active in the
commercial he licopter m arketi n India, will pr ovide the t echnical assistance and

provide additional resources toward its completion.

The U .S. T rade and D evelopment A gency a dvances e conomic de velopment and U .S.
commercial interests in developing and middle-income countries. The agency funds
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various forms of technical assistance, feasibility studies, training, orientation visits and
business w orkshops that support the de velopment of a modern infrastructure and a fair
and ope n trading e nvironment. U STDA’s s trategic us e o f foreign a ssistance funds to
support sound i nvestment pol icy and de cision-making in host cou ntries ¢ reates an
enabling environment for trade, investment and sustainable e conomic development. In
carrying out its mission, USTDA gives emphasis to economic sectors that may benefit
from U.S. exports of goods and services.
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